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The Cherisher of the Poor

His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

Egypt has been thriving through the different years and eras, carrying stars that
have shone in its sky throughout its long and glorious history; they are Egyptians
who belong to the land of this great country and have attracted the whole world’s
attention. One of those luminous flashes in its radiant history is Abba Abraam, the
Bishop of Fayoum and Giza, who departed from our world on the tenth of June

1914, and whose memory is celebrated annually.

Just as Egypt presented the monastic system to the world, with Abba Antonius,
being the first monk, and the entire world followed in the footsteps of the Egyptians,
so did it provide shining exemplars who walked the path of monasticism. Abba
Abraam was one of those who monasticism presented to the world, for his fame
crossed continents, reaching the ears of Leeder, the English author, during his stay
in France. This prompted the writer to travel to Egypt with his wife to meet him,
and they were greatly influenced by this encounter. The words of the English writer
hastened to record pages about the venerable Egyptian Bishop, stating of him:
"This old saint whose power is known all over the Eastern world, is in the direct

and unbroken succession of those early Christians... "

His Upbringing

Abba Abraam was born in 1829 AD in Minya and was named, Paulus Ghobrial.
In 1848, at the age of 19, he took monastic vows at the Monastery of the Virgin
Mary "Al-Muharraq" under the name Paulus (Paul) Al- Delgawi Al-Muharraqui.

Due to his gentleness and high morals, he gained great affection from his fellow
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monks in the monastery, and his fame spread until the Bishop of Minya at the time,
Bishop Yagoub, summoned him to manage the affairs of the diocese. He took care
of the poor and assisted them. Then he was ordained a priest in 1863. However,
he longed to return to his monastery and the monastic life, so he went back after

spending nearly four years in the service of the diocese.

At Al-Muharraq Monastery

Upon his return, the monks agreed to elect Fr. Paulus as their superior. During
that time, he was concerned with improving the internal and external affairs of the
monastery; he renovated what had been dilapidated, planted vineyards, and the
state of the monastery was organized, attracting a considerable number of monks.
Meanwhile, news of the good deeds and benevolence carried out by Fr. Paulus
towards the poor and needy reached them, and they resorted to him. He, in turn,
was greatly concerned with them and providing for their needs, to the point that it
was said the number of those who sought refuge in the monastery and were cared
for exceeded the number of the monks themselves. Some opposed him, believing
the monastery would fall into poverty due to his benevolence, and demanded his
dismissal. He left the monastery with some of his loyal disciples, amidst the weeping

and tears of the poor, after serving as its superior for approximately five years.

Fr. Paulus the Delgawi Al-Muharraqui moved to the Monastery of Abba Bishoy,
then to the Monastery of the Virgin Mary"Al-Baramus", where he spent his time in
prayer, reading the Holy Scriptures, and doing charity to the poor with all the means

available to him.

His Ordination
In 1888, the King of Abyssinia requested from the Pope to ordain three bishops and
send them to the Abyssinian Church. He ordained the spiritual sons of Fr. Paulus.

They, in turn, requested the ordination of their teacher as a bishop over Fayoum
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and Giza, after the departure of Abba Ishaaq, their bishop. The Pope complied with
their request and ordained Fr. Paulus as a bishop over Fayoum and Giza under the

name of Abba Abraam.

No sooner than he had been ordained as bishop, he became renowned for his love
and numerous virtues. Many people of different social classes sought his counsel.
A historian recorded: "Fr. Paulus was ordained under the name of Abba Abraam,
and he went to assume his new position. Shortly after taking office, the fragrance
of his grace wafted out and the fame of his holiness spread everywhere. People
of all classes flocked to his episcopal see, which was always full of hundreds and
thousands of the poor who sought refuge there. He would give them all the money
he had."

Abba Abraam was devoted to the poor and needy, even setting aside the first
floor of his house for the poor, the blind, and the sick. He personally ensured
their food, never allowing his own meals to be better than what was provided to
the poor. It is said that he appointed one of the officials to oversee the food for
the destitute and poor, instructing her not to distinguish between their food and his
own. Once, while inspecting the food provided to the poor, he found it to be different

from his own, and was deeply saddened, dismissing her from serving the poor.

The Giver

Abba Abraam never turned away any suppliant who came to him, giving all the
money he possessed to the needy. If he lacked money, he would give his shawl
or any other possession. It happened once that a woman asked him for money to
sustain herself, and when he had none, he gave her a silk shawl that had been gifted
to him, so that she could sell it and buy her necessities. As she was selling it, the
original owner of the shawl saw it and bought it back to return it to Abba Abraam.
It is also recounted that a woman came to him requesting money, and he had only

one pound, which he gave her. The steward of the monastery hurried after her and
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exchanged the pound for 20 piasters. The woman returned to inform the bishop,
who summoned the steward, reprimanded him for his actions, and returned the
pound to the woman, leaving her the 20 piasters as well. Although the bishopric
had no funds at the time, it was not long before money and donations arrived.
Despite this overwhelming love and assistance for the poor, anyone who attempted
to deceive the man of charity faced consequences. Several contemporaries of
Abba Abraam relate that three young men tried to deceive him, with two of them
telling him that their third friend had died, and they lacked the money for his burial.
The bishop asked if he had indeed died, and one of them said yes, so he provided
them with money for the burial. Upon their return, they found that their friend had

in fact died.

His Ascetic Life
Bishop Abraam was not concerned with appearances, as he was a simple man
in his clothes and food. He was also very humble. As written by Leeder, he was

distressed when the latter and his wife insisted on bowing and kneeling before him.

He also rejected all expressions of veneration and would sit on a chair like what the
people sat on. It is narrated that the Emperor of Russia and his wife visited him in
Egypt in 1898, having heard of his virtues. After he prayed for them, they tried to
give him money, but he refused. After many attempts, he accepted a golden pound
and gave it to his disciple. His guests felt a great awe in his presence, an experience

they had never had before.

Bishop Abraam earned abundant love in the hearts of all who knew him. It is said
that the governors of the Fayoum region would frequently visit him to receive his
blessings and benefit from his counsel, turning to him whenever they faced problems
in the hope of finding a solution. It is recounted that once, when Khedive Tawfiq

visited the Fayoum, he met the saint with great cordiality, saying to him: "You are

(5l
S

N

Articles




-

Articles

L = °
|
—

a blessed man." This encounter was the talk of all the people at the time, due to

the warmth with which the bishop was received by the Khedive.

Bishop Abraam was a bishop and a father to all. He would provide for whoever
asked of him, without inquiring about their religion or status, granting the needs of
all who sought his help. He would always say: "The bishop is for everyone: for the

Christian and the Muslim."

His Departure

In 1914, Bishop Abraam fell ill, but he never ceased to be concerned with his
service and work, despite the severity of his illness, until he passed away on the
tenth of June. The masses received the news of his death with great sorrow, and
all the people, both Christians and Muslims, wept for him, as he was a father to all
who turned to him. It is mentioned that the Egyptians participated in carrying his
coffin from the Church of the Virgin Mary to Al-Aazab Monastery, and the Railway
Authority had set aside a train to transport the mourners to the bishop’s final resting
place. It is said that Mr. Salim Sahib, the governor of Fayoum at the time, told
his wife on the day of the bishop’s passing: "Oh, it seems that the bishop of the
Christians has died... Look at the horses and their riders surrounding him, and they
are shouting: ‘Ekwa’ab, Ekwa’ab.™ He then asked about the meaning of the word
and was told that it is a Coptic word meaning "Holy." His relics are preserved in his

monastery in Fayoum till our recent day.

He was declared as a canonized saint in 1964, during the time of the H. H. Late
Pope Kyrillos VI. He issued the decision that Abba Abraam is a saint, and his
name was to be mentioned in the Church’s prayers. It is also coincidental that His
Holiness Pope Tawadros I, in June 2013, declared Pope Kyrillos a saint, and he
is also mentioned in the Church’s prayers, so that the Egyptian icon, following the

same path, shall not cease to shine over Egypt.
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