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“They Loved God”
His Grace Bishop Ermia

The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

| wish you a happy Nayrouz feast, the Coptic New Year's Day. The Feast of Nayrouz
celebrated by the Egyptians is not the same Feast of Nayrouz celebrated by the
Persians. The Egyptian Feast of Nayrouz is the Feast of Blessing the Rivers, while
the Persian word Nayrouz means “a new day”. Therefore the Persian Feast of

MNayrouz is the Feast of Spring and is celebrated on March 21st.

The Coptic Church set the Feast of Nayrouz; the beginning of the Coptic calendar
of martyrs, to begin with the rule of the Roman Emperor Diocletian, who led an era
of the most severe, harshest and most hideous persecutions against Christians
throughout the Roman Empire in order to turn them away from their faith. But the
martyrs, especially the heroic Copts of Egypt, presented rare courage, heroism
and steadfastness, engraved by their blood on the pages of history. They did not
collapse under the burden of pain or the temptations of life pleasures. The martyrs,
whose numbers exceeded hundreds of thousands, - the number of Egypt's Coptic
martyrs was nearly 800,000! did not love themselves, but rather offered themselves
to God as sacrifices of love. In Book of Revelation, Saint John the Beloved said:
“And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.” Historians have recorded
the horrible persecutions. For example, Historian A-Magrizi wrote about Diocletian:
"He went very far in killing the Christians, and he was the last pagan Roman king.”
The love of God has pervaded the hearts of all the martyrs; men and women, youth,
children and the elderly, so they disdained their lives and hastened to bear witness

and confirm their faith with courage, boldness and steadfastness that astonished

N
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their persecutors. | recall a story about Roman soldiers who were on their way to
kill the Christians. They saw an old woman leaving her house in a hurry despite her
obvious weakness as clearly shown on her thin body. The soldiers were astonished
at her haste, and wondered: What important matter would drive such an old woman
to leave her house and hurry like that? One of them asked her: Why are you
hurrying like that, old mother?! And where are you going? She answered him: All
the town people have gone out to meet the coming soldiers of the emperor, to bear
witness to their living faith in Lord Christ, and | want to join them, son, so that | may
receive my crown that the martyrs receive. The soldiers were very amazed at the
old woman and all the Copts who were offering their lives in such a simple, gentle,

loving and courageous way that they had never seen before.
Martyrdom was not strange to Christians, as Lord Christ spoke of it: “the time is

coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.”; and He warmed
all who walk the path of faith: “You will be brought before governors and kings for
My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they deliver you
up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you
in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of
your Father who speaks in you. "Now brother will deliver up brother to death,
and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them
to be put to death. And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who
endures to the end will be saved.” Although martyrdom is linked to death, which is
the end of life, it conveyed yet a deeper and loftier concept, as death became the
beginning of a better life: a life that knows nothing but eternal rest, peace, and joy
in the presence of the loving and just God. As Saint John the Beloved testified in

his revelation: "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be
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no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former
things have passed away.” Thus, death became a bridge that took the martyrs to

where the true eternal life is, and this increased their steadfastness, strength and

courage in facing it.

Articles

Thus, as we begin the “Calendar of the Martyrs™ we remember the great love that

the martyrs offered in laying down their lives, for “Greater love has no one than this,

than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” They loved God, and so does everyone

who walks in the love of God by keeping His commandments and doing good to

evernyone.

Happy feast to all of you.
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