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September 2024 ,

Continuation

His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

Glory and honor, honor and glory, to the Holy Trinity, the one true God. Amen In the
beginning, | would like to thank Dr. Bernhard Scholz President of the Foundation of
the Meeting for Friendship Among Peoples in Rimini for his toiling and allowance
to dedicate this year’'s gallery in ltaly to document the Flight of the Holy Family to
Egypt.

| also thank Ms. Alessandra Pitis for organizing such important gallery Gratitude
goes to the brother, friend, and colleague: Dr. Wael Farouq, Professor of Arabic
language at the Catholic University in Milano For he never spared any effort to
connect between peoples and bridge the gap between them all I've known him
since 2008 and our relationship has been extended till this day He is the real and
backstage hero behind introducing this gallery in Rimini, ltaly.

Dr.Scholz has told me that Dr. Wael has been offering this request for the last five
years insistently He was honest regarding his request that turned into a success He
will always be successful due to his sound choices

| thank Dr. Mariana for offering interpretation, her meeting with us in Egypt during
the delegation’s visit of Egypt to discuss with us thoroughly and for her presence
with us in today’s meeting and all the previous meeting Even during the private
meeting, she toiled sparing no effort to offer her knowledge and interpretation
services.

We are in the month of August when Catholics exercise St. Mary's fasting form
the first to the fifteenth of August While the Coptic church of Egypt exercise this

fasting from the seventh to the twenty second of August Together with their Christian
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brethren in Egypt, Muslims exercise this fasting For 5t. Luke the Evangelist wrote
in his Gospel, “For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.” As she
believed in what the holy angel Gabriel told her; "And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father” Mary said to the Angle, "How can this be, since |
do not know a man?” And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also,
that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

For with God nothing will be impossible . Then Mary said, Behold the maidservant
of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.™ She believed without doubt
And when her time came, she gave birth in a manger for they had no home He
was born in Bethlehem of Judea during the days of Herod When the wise men
from the east came to worship asking "Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”
"When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, And when he had gathered
all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born" So they said to him, 'In Bethlehem of Judea for thus
it is written by the prophet™ "Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise
men, determined from them what time the star appeared." And he sent them to
Bethlehem" They worshiped the Child in Bethlehem and offered Him the gift then,
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod" An angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arse, take the young Child and
His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word; for Herod will seek
the young Child to destroy Him.”

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was

-
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spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt | called My Son.”
"At this point, all the prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled as per Isaiah
19:1"Behold, the Lord rides on a swift cloud, And will come into Egypt; The idols of
Egypt will totter at His presence, And the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst." The
cloud represents St. Mary Every place Baby Jesus arrived at, the idols fell and the
Egyptians became frightened This has been fulfilled indeed Also, in Isaiah 19:19,
"In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and
a pillar to the Lord at its border" The dwelling of Jesus for 6 months has become
an altar and a monastery for monks named "al-Muharraq monastery in Qousgam
mountain”, Assiut in the midst of the land of Egypt The pillar at its border is the
lighthouse of Alexandria church founded by St. Mark the preacher of the land of
Egypt and the first Patriarch of the Coptic church in the first century. It is one of
the apostolic churches that was founded following the resurrection and ascension of
Jesus the Lord of Glory Each place blessed by the Holy Family in Egypthas turned
into a church or a monasteryThis was since the first century till our recent day All
churches are still in the same form in which they were built.

They've become visiting sites which are visited by thousand and millions of people
to be blessed and to take water from the wells to be healed from their sicknesses
I'd like to say that many countries in the world were blessed by Christ's disciple
and apostles preaching in the beginning of Christianity, but the sole country in the
waorld that hosted all the prophets is Egypt Ibrahim, the father of fathers, has visited it
Also, Jacob and his sons and Joseph the righteous who dwelt in it and became the
second in power after Pharaoh Moreover, Moses was born in it where he learnt
from the whole wisdom of Egyptians Children of Israel dwelt there for 400 years
Solomon the Wise has married the Pharaoh's daughter Jeremiah the prophet came
to Egypt as a captive was martyred and buried in EI-Mahala El-Kubra in Gharbiah

governorate.
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where the Holy Family came to visit Jeremiah's grave for he is one of the greatest
prophets in the Jewish world The Holy family dwelt in Samanoud near EI-Mahla
El-Kobra for some days They blessed Samanoud, left to Sakha headed to El-
Mahla El-Kobra, headed toward lower Egypt where they blessed Mariout and Wadi
al-Natrun then headed to the south taking a boat from Ma'adi where we find a
holy Bible floating over the Nile River in 1976 which still there till our recent day
The flight of Holy Family of Egypt was the reason of untying its chains from
worshipping idols 3t. May's life was full of virtues One of the most important virtues
is unshakable faith She trusted God and had complete faith in His deeds She was
s0 unique and one of a kind that no one was in the likeness of her at any age She
accepted the angel's news with complete quietness and profound submissionThis
was the result of her angelic life since her childhood She dwelt in the altar at the
age of three leading a life of prayer and meditation relying on God for her whole
life Henceforth, she deserved to enjoy heaven's blessings and be called or rather
became a second heaven The love of Egyptians Muslims and Christians and the
love of Christians of ltaly to St. Mary is unparalleled and abundant She had great
honor and status in the Holy Bible and Qur'an The Wise said about her, "Many
daughters have done well, But you excel them all" It's said in Qura'n, "O Mary!
Surely Allah has selected you, purified you, and chosen you over all women of the
world." St. Mary is the one who gained heaven's blessings when the angle declared
to her as per the Bible, "Blessed are you among woman, for you have found favor
from God" In Quran, it is written, "We breathed into her from Our spirit, and We
made her and her son a sign for the worlds"

| extend my congratulations on the success of Rimini's galleryfor its success in its
45th year The success of the gallery represents a triumphant fusion of of cultures,
peoples, and ideas leading to the unity of minds and hearts We pray to God for

those responsible for such important gallery, the leaders, the workers and the

-
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volunteers We pray for Italy, Egypt and the whole world to have peace, quistness
and tranquility prevailed, have goodness and love spread outthat God deliver the
world from epidemics, high prices and enemy's sword with the blessing of our Lady,
the Mother of God, the holy and pure St. Mary whom we celebrate the feast of the
ascension of her body today.

| ask for her prayers for you.
| pray for you and hope to see you all soon in Egypt so that you gain the blessing of
these places to be united in common work "that they all may be one, as You, Father,

are in Me, and | in You Thank you all.
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*EGYPT. TIES THAT TRANSFORM*

"Without forgiveness, hatred and enmity grow. Saint Paul, however, teaches

us that we can turn evil into good.” Anba Ermia, bishop of the Coptic

Orthodox Church in Cairo, speaks about himself and the path to coexistence.
Luca Fiore - 13.09.2024

Monsignor Anba Ermia is a bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church. He directs
the Coptic Cultural Center in Cairo, which this year sponsored the exhibition
“The Flight. My Son Lived in Egypt” at the Rimini Meeting, conceived and
curated by Wael Farouq. He wandered through the exhibition halls wearing
the round headdress typical of the Church's tradition, founded on the Nile's
banks with the preaching of Saint Mark. It's not his first time at the Meeting.
He had already come in 2011 and spoke about the rich and ancient tradition
that links his people to the presence of the Holy Family in Egypt during the
early years of Jesus' life. Sanctuaries, monasteries, and churches mark the
stops of Mary and Joseph's journey to protect the child. It's a tradition little
known in the West, but this year's exhibition details it. It's a devotion shared
not only by Egyptian Orthodox and Catholics but also by many Muslims. It
expresses a simple, popular faith that is hard to manipulate by those in the
country seeking to wuse religious differences for political purposes.
Monsignor Ermia speaks slowly and softly, with warmth. His words exude
wisdom. With him, we wanted to start from the beginning.

*Who is Anba Ermia, and how did he become a bishop?

I was born in Cairo. I studied Pharmacy. In 1984, [ entered the Monastery of
5t. Mina in Mariout. My vocation began when [ was eleven or twelve. During
the long summers, we had nothing to do, and the only thing we could do was
read. | came across the story of the life of Saint Anthony the Great, the father
of Eastern monasticism, written by Pope Athanasius. From there, | became

interested in the stori f th ks. I i,
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*What attracted you to them?

I was drawn to their pure life, their interest in everyone, and their care for
all. They prayed for others, not for themselves. After finishing university, I
visited many monasteries and chose the one in Mariout. My family opposed
my decision, but for those desiring monastic life, the rest of the world
becomes relatively insignificant. In 1990, I began the period of seclusion
required by the monastic path. [ could leave only on Saturdays and Sundays
to attend Mass. Then, five years later, Pope Shenouda III called me to work in
his office. It was a radical change: from absolute isolation to the Pope’s
office. During that time, I helped found the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center
in Cairo, the Coptic Library of Saint Mark, and the ME Sat television channel.
It was a privileged vantage point on Egyptian life.

*Why?

I saw the challenges in play. And | understood that there would be no
solution to divisions except through the development of culture and bonds
between Muslims and Christians. This understanding comes from my
monastic experience because monks pray for everyone, regardless of their
affiliation.

*What strikes you most about Egyptian Christians today?

Tolerance. If a Christian is not tolerant, they are not a Christian. This trait,
which belongs to all Christians, comes from the passion Christ teaches us. In
the Sermon on the Mount, we read: "Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.” A Christian
must follow Christ's example, and what strikes me about Egyptian Christians
is that they forgive those who wrong them. They love everyone in order to
receive a reward.

*What reward comes from forgiveness?

If I don't forgive, hatred will grow in my heart. This transforms me into a
person seeking revenge, which is where enmity and conflict begin. Anger
poisons me. But the person who forgives lets God handle situations, and
there is no room for hatred in them. That is the reward. Think of the
transformation of Saul of Tarsus, once a persecutor of the Church and later
the Apostle to the Gentiles. His story shows us that God can turn evil into
good. It's through stories like these that Christianity spread and gained a
place in people’s hearts.
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*And relations with Muslims?

The attack on the Church of the Two Saints in the early hours of 2011, on
New Year's Eve, hurt everyone. After that event, the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, Ahmed al-Tayyeb, proposed to Pope Shenouda IIl the founding of
"The Egyptian Family House," with the aim of turning hatred into love,
respect, and tolerance. I've been part of this initiative from the start. The
beginning was anything but easy: we had reached a level of ignorance and
mutual misunderstanding that made any relationship impossible.

*Where did you start?

We started with religious education leaders: priests and sheikhs. I'll tell you
an anecdote to illustrate. The first meeting we organized was at the Coptic
Cultural Center in Caire, with a visit to the great Library of Saint Mark. At the
end of the morning. we went to lunch and saw that on one side, the sheikhs
sat, and on the other, all the priests. When we saw this, we asked them to
stand up and sit in a way that each sheikh had a priest to his right and left.
And vice versa.

*Their reaction?
Everyone ate in silence, with their heads down over their plates (he smiles).

*And then?

That evening they stayed in a hotel. We had booked double rooms with
single beds. Without telling them, we placed a priest and a sheikh in each
room. The first to arrive didn't know who they would be sleeping with. They
came to protest.

*And you?

We said: In Egypt, traditions prevent unmarried men and women from
sharing the same room. Nothing stops two men of different religions from
doing so. And they asked: But what about praying? There is no barrier to
praying in front of someone from another faith. In the end, we convinced
them. And in the end, many of them became friends, even keeping in touch
today. It's a method we continue to use. It's very similar to what happens
here at the Rimini Meeting, where people meet. get to know each other, and
move away from mutual hatred, drawing closer to God's message, which
calls us to live together peacefully.

)
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*What does being here in Rimini with the exhibition on the flight into Egypt
mean to you?

Due to past events, remnants of ancient conflicts remain, what some call the
“clash of civilizations." | want to contribute to transforming this clash of
civilizations into the complementarity of civilizations. At the Meeting, work
is done to get to know those who are different and learn that freedoms can
be protected without erasing differences. This is the mission Christ teaches
us: to open ourselves and accept everyone. It's what you achieve with the
Meeting.

dguady) dalll dJUa ) comunione e liberazione i as L)) Ll dils e

EGITTO. LEGAMI CHE TRASFORMANO

«Senza perdono crescono odio e inimicizia. San Paolo, invece, ci insegna che s1
pud cambiare il male in benew». Anba Ermia, vescovo della Chiesa copta
ortodossa al Cairo, parla di sé e della strada per la convivenza

Luca Fierel3.00.2024

Monsignor Anba Ermia & vescovo della Chiesa copta ortodossa. Dirige 11 Centro
culturale copto del Cairo, che quest’anno al Meeting di Rimini ha patrocinato la
mostra “La fuga In Egitto ha vissuto mio figlio™, ideata e curata da Wael Farouq.
51 aggirava per 1 padiglioni della fiera col suo copricapo tondeggiante, tipico
della tradizione della Chiesa nata sulle rive del Nilo per la predicazione di san
Marco. Non & 1a prima volta che partecipa al Meeting. Fra gia venuto nel 2011 ed
aveva parlato della ricca e antichissima tradizione che lega il suo popolo alla
presenza della Sacra Famiglia in Egitto nei primissimi anni della vita di Gesi.
Santuari, monasteri, chiese che ricordano le tappe della peregrinazione di Maria e
Giuseppe per mettere in salvo il bambino. Una tradizione di cui in Occidente si
sa poco o nulla e che la mostra di quest’anno racconta nei particolari. Un culto
che accomuna non solo ortodossi e cattolici egiziani, ma che vede la simpatia di
moltissimi musulmani. E 1'espressione di una fede popolare, semplice, difficile
da manipolare da chi, nel Paese, vorrebbe usare le differenze religiose per 1
propri scopi politici. Monsignor Ermia parla lentamente e a mezza voce. Il tono &
caldo. Comunica saggerza. Con Ini abbiamo voluto partire dall’inizio.

Chi & Anba Frmia e com’¢e diventato vescovo?

Sono nato al Cairo. Ho studiato Farmacia. Nel 1984 sono entrato nel monastero
di San Mina a Mariout. La vocazione € iniziata quando avevo undici o dodici
anni. Nelle lunghe estati non avevamo nulla da fare e 'unica cosa che potevamo
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fare era leggere. Mi sono imbattuto nel racconto della vita di sant’ Antonio abate,
padre del monachesimo orientale, fatto da papa Attanasio. Da 1i ho iniziato a
interessarmi alle storie dei monaci.

Che cosa la colpiva?

Ero attratto dalla loro wvita pura. Del fatto che si1 interessassero a tutti e si
prendessero cura di tutti. Pregavano per gli altri e non per sé stessi. Finita
I'universita ho girato molti monasteri € ho scelto quello di Mariout. La nmua
famiglia era contraria alla mia scelta, ma per chi desidera la vita monacale il resto
del mondo assume un’importanza relativa. Nel 1990 ho iniziato il periodo di
clausura, previsto dal cammino monacale. Potevo uscire solo il sabato e la
domenica per andare a messa. Poi, cinque anni dopo, il papa Shenuda ITI, mu ha
chiamato a lavorare mnella sua segreteria. Un cambiamento radicale:
dall’isolamento assoluto all’ufficio del Papa. In quel periodo ho contribuito a
fondare i1l Centro culturale copto ortodosso del Cairo, 1a biblioteca copta di San
Marco e il canale televisivo ME Sat. E stato un punto di osservazione privilegiata
della vita del popolo egiziano.

Perche?

WVedevo le sfide in atto. E ho capito che non ci sarebbe stata nessuna soluzione
alle divisioni se non attraverso lo sviluppo della cultura e dei legami tra
musulmani e cristiani. E una consapevolezza che mi viene dall’esperienza
monacale, perché il monaco prega per tutti, a prescindere dalla loro appartenenza.

Che cosa la colpisce di pin, oggi, dei cristiani egiziani?

La tolleranza. Se un cristiano non € follerante non & crisfiano. Questa
caratteristica, che & di tutfi 1 cristiani, viene dalla passione che ci insegna Cristo.
Nel discorso della montagna leggiamo: «Beati voi quando vi insulteranno, vi
perseguiteranno e, mentendo, diranno ogni sorta di male contro di voi per causa
mia. Rallegratevi ed esultate, percheé grande & la vostra ricompensa nei cieli». 11
cristiano deve seguire 1'esempio di Cristo ed & questo che mi colpisce anche dei
cristiani in Egitto: che perdonino coloro che fanno loro del male. E che amino
chiunque per ricevere una ricomMpensa.

Che ricompensa si riceve gquando si perdona?

Se 10 non perdono, nel mio cuore crescera odio. Questo mi trasforma in una
persona che cerca vendetta. E da qui che nasce 'inimicizia e il conflitio. E 1a
rabbia mi avvelena Mentre la persona che perdona lascia che sia Dio a prendersi
carico delle situazioni e in lui non c’é spazio per 'odio. Questa & la ricompensa.
Pensiamo al cammino di cambiamento di Saulo di Tarso, prima persecutore della
Chiesa poi Apostolo delle genti. Dalla sua storia capiamo che Dio pud cambiare
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il male in bene. E grazie a storie come queste che il cristianesimo si é diffuso
conquistando un posto nei cuon delle persone.

E le relazioni con 1 musulmani?

L’attentato alla chiesa de1 Due Santi, nelle prime ore del 2011, era la notte di
Capodanno, ha fatto male a tutti. Dopo quell’episodio il grande imam di Al
Azhar, Ahmed al Tayyeb, ha proposto a papa Shenuda IIT di fondare “La casa
della famighia egiziana™, con lo scopo di cambiare 1'odio in amore, rispetto e
tolleranza. Io ho partecipato a questa imiziativa sin dal principio. L inizio non &
stato affatto facile: eravamo armvati a un livello di ignoranza e mcomprensione
reciproca che impediva qualsiasi rapporto.

Da dove avete cominciato?

Dai responsabili dell’educazione religiosa: sacerdoti e shaykh. Le racconto un
episodio per farle capire. Il primo incontro che abbiamo organizzato lo abbiamo
fatto proprio al Centro culturale copto del Cairo, con la wisita alla grande
Biblioteca di San Marco. A fine mattinata andiamo a pranzo e abbiamo visto che
da una parte s1 erano seduti shaykh e dall’altra tutti 1 sacerdoti. Quando h
abbiamo wisti cosi, I abbiamo fatti alzare chiedendo loro che si sedessero in
modo che ciascun shaykh avesse alla sua destra e alla sua sinistra un sacerdote. E
viceversa.

Reazione?
Tutth mangiavano in silenzio a testa bassa sul piatto (sorride, ndr).

Quindi?

La sera erano alloggiati in un albergo. Avevamo prenotato camere doppie con
lett1 singoli. Senza dirglielo, abbiamo messo in ciascuna stanza un sacerdote e
uno shaykh. Il primo che arrivava non sapeva chi avrebbe dormito con lui. Sono
venuti a protestare.

LEGGI ANCHE - Sister Zeph: «L'educazione & responsabilita di tutti. Insiemes
E vo1?

Abbiamo detto: 1n Egitto le tradizioni impediscono di condividere la stessa stanza
da letto a coppie di uomini e donne non sposati. Nulla impedisce di farlo a due
vomini di religione diversa. E loro: e per pregare? Non c’é nessun impedimento a
pregare davanti a un estraneo. Alla fine li abbiamo convinti. E alla fine, molt1 di
loro, anche in questo modo, sono diventati amici e si frequentano ancora oggi. E
un metodo che abbiamo continuato a usare. Assomiglia molto a quello che 51 fa
qui al Meeting di1 Rimini, dove le persone s1 incontrano, si conoscono e questo le
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porta lontano dall’odio reciproco e avvicinarli al messaggio di Dio, che & quello
che ci chiede di vivere insieme in modo pacifico.

Che cosa significa per le1 essere qui a Rimini con la mostra sulla fuga in Egitto?
A causa di quello che & successo nel passato, c1 sono dei resti di antichi conflitts,
c1d che alcuni chiamano “conflitto di civilta”. Io desidero dare il mio contributo
per trasformare questo conflitto di civiltd in complementaneta delle civilta. Al
Meeting si1 lavora per conoscere chi & diverso e imparare che le liberta possono
essere tutelate, senza cancellare 1l diverso. Questa & la missione che ci insegna
Cristo: aprirci e accettare tutti. E quello che voi realizzate con il Meeting.

Anba Ermia a Rimini (Foto Archivio Meeting)

Anba Ermia a Rimini (Foto Archivio Meeting)
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