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Peter |. of Alexandria
Encyclopedia of the Bible and its Reception (EBR)
Michael Ghattas

Peter, the 17th Patriarch of Alexandria from 300 to 311, was a revered bishop
known for his piety and deep understanding of the Bible. Eusebius of Caesarea
praises him as a revered bishop known for his piety and deep understanding of
the Bible. He served for twelve years and was an excellent church leader (Hist.
Eccl., lib. ix. cap. 6; lib. viil. cap. 13; lib. vii. cap. 32).

According to an excerpt from Philippus Sidetes, he was head of the catechetical
school at the end of the third century. Theonas of Alexandria appointed him to be
his successor after his death. Peter became his successor in the year 300. During
the outbreak of diocletianic persecution in 303, he fled to various locations. His
flight after 303 led to the schism caused by Melitius of Lycopolis. Melitius’ usurped
patriarchal functions by consecrating bishops to vacant sees and organizing his own
“Church of Martyrs.” Peter provisionally
excommunicated Melitius and set his
own policy towards the lapsi, intensifying
the conflict. Also, the Melitian schism was
due to differences in treatment between
lapsed priests and those who had fallen
during persecution. Melitius® agitation led
to a sterner policy, while Peter favored
lighter penalties and immediate penance.
Peter was Imprisoned during the

Diocletian persecution but was released

in 306—11. He returmed to Alexandria, but
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he was re-imprisoned and subjected to torture. In AD 311, he died of persecution
during the reign of Emperor Maximinus Daia.

Despite the harsh treatment, he refused to renounce his faith. He was sentenced to
death and martyred in Egypt, where he is revered as the "Hieromartyr.” Conceming
Peter's writings, they are mostly preserved only in fragments and are extant in
Greek, Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and Armenian. 1. Two letters: a) "Encyclical on the
Penitential Periods” (ep. can), on 306. They are fourteen or fifteen penitential
canons, in which the penance period is also noted, depending on the severity of the
guilt that came to light during the apostasy of the individual; b) “To the Alexandrian
Church,” Peter aftacks Melitius for invading his diocese, performing illegal
ordinations, and warning against him. 2. Theological works: a) “"On the Godhead,”
from which the third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus cited 431 passages. In them,
the doctrine of the true divinity of the Son and his equality with the Father is clearly
stated; b) “On the Arrival of Our Redeemer™: Peter relies on the pre-knowledge of
Jesus Christ of his acceptance of Judas the betrayer to prove that He is the Word
Became Flesh; ¢) "On the Soul,” Peter speaks out against Origen’s teaching of a
pre-existence of souls; d) "On the Resurrection” in defense of the resurrection of
flesh against Origen’s teaching that human bodies would retain a spiritual state
after the resurrection; e) “On the Passover,” against Tricentius. In it, Peter follows
Alexandrian custom, which always celebrated Easter after the vernal equinox, while
Tricentius defends the traditional connection to the Jewish Easter celebration.
Peter's ‘theology: 1. Incamation and Redemption: Peter's "On Godhead,” citing
nine New Testament quotations to assert the reality of the Incarnation of the Logos

and to show that salvation is a gift of God, not of works, and that the "Word of God™
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needed to undergo “kenosis” to achieve incamation and redemption, ensuring that
He was not deprived of His divine nature.

The Son, Logos, loses nothing through the incarnation. He becomes poor to provide
for sinners, not forsaking his power or glory; 2. Hesurrection: Petr argues that the
resurrection body is the same as the old body, transformed by God's glory, and that
we all need to change our bodies at the resurrection, as we will be judged by our
deeds and rewarded with glory and immortality;

3. Anthropology: Peter disagreed with Origen’s belief that Adam and Eve’s skins
symbolized punishment for their sins and the different moral and physical conditions
in life. He argued that this was harmful and false, contradicting Scripture and man's
nature.

Bibliography: B. Altaner, B., and A. Stuiber. Patrologie: Leben, Schriften und Lehre
der Kirchenvater, Freiburg, 1966.J. Barns, and H. Chadwick, “A Letter Ascribed
to Peter of Alexandria”, JThS 24 (1973) 443-455; W. A. Bienert, .Zu den neuen
Petrusfragmenten aus Cod. Vatorp. 236." Kleronomia 6 (1974) 237-241; W. E.
CRUM, “Texts Attributed to Peter of

Alexandria.” JThS 4 (1902-3) 387-97; F. Ketiler, Pauly-Wiss RE 12.2 (1938) 1281-
1288; L B.

Radford, three Teachers of Alexandria: Theognostus, Pierius and Peter. A study in
the early history of Origenism and anti- Origenism, 19808; T. Vivian, Saint Peter of
Alexandria. Bishop and Martyr (Diss. Santa Barbara) 1985; W. Telfer, “The Codex
Verona LX (58). HThR 48 (1955) 227-37; R. Williams, “Arius and the Melitian
Schism.” JThS, ns_, 37/1 (1986) 35-52.
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Great Light

His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center
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| wish you all a glorious Mativity feast, which we are celebrating in a few days. We
plead for God to spread His peace upon the world, to lift the plague, and to bless
our country with all good, peace, tranquility, and reassurance.

Humanity has awaited the moment of the glorious birth for thousands of years, until
the prophecies spoken by the prophets of the Old Testament were fulfilled. Prophet
Isaiah prophesied, "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.”
(lsaiah 9:2). Amazingly, these prophecies were not only concerned with the birth
of the Savior but also provided a number of precise details about that miraculous
birth, including that the Savior would be bormn of the seed of Jacob and specifically
of the tribe of Judah: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the
people” (Genesis 49: 10).

Prophet Jeremiah prophesied, "Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That
| will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper,
And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be
saved, And lsrael will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called:
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEQUSNESS” (Jeremiah 23:5-6). And that the birth of this
Savior would be in Bethlehem: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are
little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One
to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah
5:2). And that He would be bom of a virgin: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give
you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His
name Immanuel” (lsaiah 7:14). Indeed, Prophet Daniel specified the time of the
Lord Jesus’ birth.
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In his book “On the Incarnation of the Word”, Saint Athanasius the Apostolic, takes
us on a journey that begins with the creation of man, then his fall and the corruption
of his nature. He explains that it was necessary for God to save His creation; thus,
the eternal Word, the original Giver of life, became incarnate: ‘He was pleased, out
of the compassion of His Father and His goodness, to appear to us in human flesh
for our salvation.’

Man was created in the image of God and according fo His likeness, endowed
with reason to live a happy and truly fulfiling life in paradise. He was given a
commandment to preserve him from falling: “So that if he abides by the grace and
remains righteous, he can retain his life in paradise without sorrow, pain, or worry. .
But if he transgresses the commandment and rebels, and becomes evil; then he will
know that he brings upon himself corruption through death.’

Man sinned and corruption and eternal death entered into him. However, God
took pity on humanity and descended to rescue them, as the Apostolic Athanasius
states: "For our rescue was the purpose of His Incamation. And for our salvation,
He showed His great love to the extent of becoming manifest and being born in
human flesh.” Who, then, can restore man to his original state of incorruption and
satisfy God's justice demanded of all humanity, while at the same time granting him
knowledge of God, except the eternal Word of God Himself? Therefore, He came
and was incamate to reconcile the heavenly with the earthly; thus, the prophet
Isaiah prophesied: “For unto us a Child is bomn, unto us a Son is given; and the
govemment will be upon His shoulder. and His name will be called Wonderiful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (lsaiah 9:6)

The heaven trembled at the birth of the Lord Christ, for heavenly announcements
heralded the miraculous birth. Angels appeared, chanting their hymn that echoes
through the ages: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men!” (Luke 2:14). The miraculous star guided the wise Magi from the East to where
the Lord Jesus lay as a newbomn child. In this regard, Saint Athanasius says: "For
it was He who made the star also point to the manner of His bodily birth. For it was
fitting that the ‘Word,” descending from heaven, should also have His sign from
heaven; and it was fitting that the King of creation, when He appeared to the world,
should be acknowledged openly by all creation.”

Happy Feast to all of You
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