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Ethics and Values between Education
and the Challenges of Modern Age

His Grace Bishop Ermia

The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

Ethics and values play a vital role in education, especially in light of contemporary
challenges. | will summarize them in points:

1- The importance of ethics in education:

* Ethical values help shape students’ identity and enhance their sense of
responsibility.

* Ethics contribute to building healthy relationships between students, teachers,
and society.

2- Challenges of modern age:

Technology provides new opportunities, but it also brings risks such as cyber-
bullying and loss of privacy. Globalization leads to the overlap of cultures and the
loss of traditional values or their integration into new values.

3- The role of education in facing these challenges:

Curricula should include teaching ethical values and critical thinking, while
encouraging activities that enhance interaction between students; and this would
help in promoting humanitarian values.

4- Strategies to promote ethics in the education system:

* Integrating moral education in all subjects.

* Providing teachers and leaders who highlight moral values and serve as role
models for students.

* Promoting ethics and values in the educational process requires cooperation:
between schools, universities, families and communities; thus we can build a
generation capable of facing the challenges of the era with a strong moral spirit.

* Ethice and values remain a necessary basis for the development of individuals
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and communities, and an integral part of the educational process at all times and
places.

A question arises:

How can schools or universities promote ethical values in curricula with effective
performance?!

| believe that this is achieved through several strategies, including:

1- Integrating values into curricula:

* Introducing topics related to ethics and values in academic subjects such as
history, literature and social sciences.

* Designing educational projects that combine academic subjects, with the aim of
promoting ethical values.

2- Teaching values through activities:

* Organizing sports, cultural and artistic activities that promote cooperation, respect
and participation.

* Attracting students to participate in volunteer activities that enhance the sense of
social responsibility (Rimini).

3- Training teachers and professors:

* Providing training courses for teachers on how to teach ethical values through
attractive interactive means.

"Encourage teachers or professors who demonstrate strong moral values to shape
student behavior.

4- Promoting dialogue and discussion:

* Organizing dialogue sessions on complex ethical issues to enhance critical
thinking.

" Encouraging students to express their opinions on values and ethics, which
enhances their understanding of these concepts.

5- Values scales:

* Setting standards to evaluate students’ ethical behaviors, not just academic

performance.
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* Providing feedback on how to improve and enhance ethical behaviors.

6- Collaborating with families and society:

* Involving parents in educational programs to enhance values at home and school.
* Organizing community events that enhance ethical values and contribute to
building strong ties between the university and society.

7- Using contemporary technologies:

* Using electronic platforms to prepare educational content that focuses on ethical
values.

* Utilizing social media to spread ethical messages and promote positive behaviors.
Through the previous seven points, universities and schools will be able to play
their important role in effectively promoting ethical values among students, which
contributes to building a more aware and responsible society.

Some examples of activities that promote ethical values among students:

1- Volunteering activities:

* Organizing voluntary trips to orphanages, hospitals, and centers for people with
dizabilities.

* Organizing campaigns to collect donations for charitable organizations, or to help
families in need.

2- Debates and discussions:

* Organizing debates on topics such as justice, equality, and human rights.

* Holding discussion sessions on complex ethical issues to encourage critical
thinking and expression of opinion.

3- Sports:

* Organizing sports tournaments that enhance the values of cooperation and
respect between teams.

* Teaching students the importance of competitive sportsmanship, accepting defeat,

and the ethics of winning.
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4- Cultural and artistic activities:

* Organizing artistic work sessions that enhance the expression of human values.
" Presenting plays or stories that focus on ethical issues, and allow students to
express their feelings and opinions.

5- Field trips:

* Visiting educational centers or institutions that enhance human values, such as
museums and research centers.

* Organizing trips to nature to enhance the values of respecting and preserving the
environment.

6- Student clubs:

* Establishing clubs that are interested in volunteer work and promoting social
responsibility.

* Discussing human rights issues, and organizing awareness events.

7- Guidance programs:

* The older student is allowed to guide and direct the younger one; which enhances
the values of cooperation and assistance - as in military and police colleges.

* Providing advisory sessions that help students deal with pressure while maintaining
ethicalvalues.

8- Competitions:

* Organizing writing competitions on ethical topics to enhance critical thinking.

" Encouraging students to produce visual and recorded works that have an
awareness-raising character about ethical wvalues.

Through the previous activities, ethical values can be enhanced in effective ways;
which contributes to the formation of a conscious and responsible generation.
The impact of these activities on ethical values can be measured by applying the

following methods:
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1- Opinion polls:

* Distributing questionnaires to students before and after the activity o measure the
change in their views on ethical values.

* Conducting periodic surveys to collect information that helps in real-time
understanding of the extent to which activities affect students’ behavior.

2- Direct observation:

* Monitoring students” behavior during and after activities to determine changes in
interaction and cooperation.

* Documenting observations on how students interact with each other and with their
teachers in different situations.

3- Group discussions:

* Holding a group dialogue for students to discuss the extent to which activities
affect their understanding of moral values.

* Attracting students to share their experiences and opinions about the activities
and the extent to which they affect them.

4- Qualitative analysis:

" Setting individual interviews with students and teachers to collect detailed
information about the effects of activities on the formation of behavioral and value
awareness.

* Conducting studies on student samples, from which the general impact of activities
on their behavior and values is extracted.

5- Performance evaluation:

* BEvaluating the activities and projects carried out by students, and determining the
extent to which they apply moral values.

* Betting standards or performance indicators to evaluate how moral values are
applied in various acfivities.

6- Self-azsessment:

* Encouraging students fo write personal records that reflect their experiences and

feelings after activities.
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* Setting goals related to moral values, and periodically reviewing the students’
progress - asking them to.

7- Collaborating with families:

* Knowing the parents’ opinions regarding any changes observed in their children’s
behavior after participating in activities.

* Organizing meetings with parents to discuss the impact of activities on values and
behaviors.

8- Data analysis:

" Using statistical methods to analyze data collected from questionnaires and
observations.

* Preparing periodic reports that clarify the results and recommendations based on
the analyses.

Through these wvarious means, the impact of activiies can be evaluated
comprehensively and accurately; which contributes to improving the quality of
educational programs and promoting moral values.

But, what about the challenges of implementing these activities?

1- The required time:

There is no doubt that creating sufficient time for these activities, amidst a study
schedule full of all kinds of studies and assessments, Is the greatest challenge!
Mot to mention that the academic pressure on specialists works relentlessly to
distract them from paying attention to the activities.

2- Lack of resources:

This is a challenge that always emerges, indicating with a sign of “rejection” or
“postponement”, until the necessary financial supplies are available, and the human
resources of workers or volunteers are prepared.

3- Lack of awareness:

It may be difficult to achieve sufficient awareness among students or parents of the



importance of moral values!! There is no doubt that its loss negatively affects the
required rate of participation in activities.

It is no secret that some cultures may ignore moral values entirely, or do not give
them their due appreciation.

4- Cultural diversity:

We may face challenges in how to deal with a wide variety of values and tendencies
among students; What may affect their level of attraction to activities, in addition to
the difficulty of communication between students from different cultural backgrounds,
stands in the way of their cooperation while practicing activities.

5- Impact assessment:

It may be difficult to objectively measure the impact of activities on moral values.
Also, the lack of clear criteria for determining values-related goals leads to difficulty
in evaluating success.

6- Administrative support:

Activities may need strong support from the administration, and in the absence of i,
the implementation rate will be weak. Activities may be affected by political trends
or educational policies.

7- Participation challenges:

Professors face difficulty in encouraging students to participate, especially those
who prefer isolation. Students’ interest in activities may vary, which affects their
effectiveness.

8- Technology:

Relying on its use in activities related to access and digital skills may lead to the
challenge of losing personal interaction between students.

Despite all these challenges, they can be overcome with good planning, providing
the necessary support, and enhancing awareness of the importance of ethical

values in the academic community.
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