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Neighbors from Hell

By Bishoy Boulos
PHD of Biblical Studies
Professor of the Old Testament

Every day, the police intervene in thousands of reports related to neighborly
disturbances. That's why, when purchasing a house anywhere in the world—
especially in Europe and USA—neighbors play a crucial role in the decision! Your
neighbor could be a source of comfort and support, or they could be a source of
frustration that drives you insane, forcing you to move!l "Neighbors from Hell” is
the title | thought of to describe the relationship between Jews and Samaritans in
ancient times—a relationship fraught with hostility and the impossibility of peaceful
coexistence.

The Historical Roots of the Conflict

This enmity traces back to the period after the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and
their forty years of wandering in the wilderness. After the death of Moses, Joshua led
the people into the land of Canaan, where they eventually settled. Over time, lsrael

experienced various systems of authority, beginning with the era of the judges,

-y

-

followed by the unified kingdom

led by Saul, David, and Solomon.
However, this united kingdom

was divided during the reign of

Hehoboam, son of King Solomon,

3 D
12 gy A8Las
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-/ into two kingdoms:
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The MNorthern Kingdom — Known as the Kingdom of Israel, with its first capital in
Shechem and later in Samaria. lts inhabitants became known as Samaritans.
The Southemn Kingdom — Known as the Kingdom of Judah, with Jerusalem as its
capital. Its inhabitants became known as Jews.

At this point, a major issue arose between the two kingdoms. The Jews believed
that the legitimate place of worship was the temple in Jerusalem, while the
Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim, an act that angered the Jews,
who considered it illegitimate.

The conflict escalated when the Assyrians conquered the Kingdom of Israel in 722
B.C., exiling many Samaritans and replacing them with foreign peoples. As a result,
the Samaritans became religiously and culturally mixed with pagan nations. The
Jews saw the Samaritans as religiously impure because they worshiped both God
and pagan deities, which the Jews strictly rejected. Additionally, the Samaritans
only accepted the 5 books of Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy) and rejected other sacred scriptures such as the Prophets and
Psalms. This led the Jews to consider them heretics who did not acknowledge the
full sacred scriptures.

The Escalation of Hostility Over Time

The conflict extended beyond religious differences to politics and social relations.
After the Jews returned from the Babylonian exile, they refused Samaritan assistance
in rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, further deepening tensions. In retaliation, the
Samaritans committed hostile acts, such as desecrating the temple by throwing
human bones inside it, requiring its services to be halted for purification.

The Samaritans also attempted to disrupt the Jewish religious calendar. The Jews

used to light fires on mountaintops to signal the start of religious festivals to those In



distant regions. The Samaritans would light fires on the mountains before the actual
dates of the festivals, misleading the Jews.

This deep-seated hostility was so strong that the Jews considered Samaritan food
unclean, and the term “Samaritan” itself became an insult. When the Jews wanted
to insult Jesus, they said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan
and have a demon?” (John 8:48, NKJV).

For any empire seeking to control ancient Palestineg, the task was incredibly difficult
due to the Jews’ strong nationalistic sentiments, which led to frequent revolts.
When the Romans took over the region, they sought to tighten their grip by dividing
Palestine into four sections after the death of Herod the Great (who ruled when
Jesus was born and ordered the massacre of the infants in Bethlehem).
Archelaus governed the region that included Samaria and Judea.

Herod Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea.

Philip governed Trachonitis.

The fourth region was the province of Syria.

The Romans used the Samaritans to suppress Jewish zealot uprisings in the south,
further fueling Jewish resentment toward the Samaritans, whom they considered
traitors for collaborating with the Roman occupiers. As a result, Jews completely
avoided dealing with Samaritans.

Lord Jesus Christ and the Message of Reconciliation

Amid this deep-seated hostility, Jesus Christ brought a completely different
message—a message of reconciliation. He gave a unique example in the Parable
of the Good Samaritan, where a Samaritan saved a wounded Jew after both a
Jewish priest and a Levite had ignored him. This was shocking to Jesus’ Jewish

audience.
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We also see that Jesus did not avoid Samaria, as Jews traditionally did when
traveling between Judea in the south and Galilee in the north. Instead, He passed
through Samaria and met the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, asking her for
water. She responded in shock, saying, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink
from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. (John
4:9, NKJV).

This was not just an incidental action—it was an expression of Jesus’ greater
mission of reconciliation. As Paul the Apostle wrote:

“Mow all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation... Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf,
be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18, 20, NKJV).

Jesus’ message was clear—He came to break down hostilities and establish peace.
This calls us today, especially during the sacred season of Great Lent, to follow His
example as peacemakers, to resolve any conflicts in our lives, and to reconcile with
everyone, so that we may truly be children of the King of Peace and ambassadors
for Christ!

The historical enmity between Jews and Samaritans was not just an ancient
dispute—it was a backdrop that highlighted the greatness of Lord Jesus' message,
which transcended all barriers and boundaries, calling everyone to peace, love, and

coexistence.



"A Heart Beating with Love!"
His Grace Bishop Ermia

The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

“Sow love in earth, and earth turns into heaven! Pluck love out of earth, and earth
turns into grave”

The above words have been inscribed in memory of history, and engraved in the
hearts of all who met and knew Pope Shenouda lll, the 117th Patriarch, whose
departure is celebrated on March 17th. Pope Shenouda’s life was distinguished
by overflowing love, as his heart was filled with the love of God and every human
being.

The love of God captured the heart of the young Nazir Gayed, to the point that he
renounced the world, and his heart was filled with an overwhelming desire to live a
life dedicated to God, as he says in his poem “Stranger™:

| left the world"s charms, and did not accept its calling.

| began preparing for travel, far from its pleasures.

An empty heart | wish not, to fill with any of its inspirations.

A fair hearing | listen not, to the noise of its dwellers.

| roam here alone, happy in its valleys.

With harps and psalms, and hymns | sing.

And holy hours, contemplating about my Creator

| walk around like a ghost, who swims to eyeball the seer

As a stranger | lived in this world, a guest like my fathers
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Thus, his heart was filled with the love of God, so he shone with love above
everyone, saying: “| have decided to live with people, and make them happy as
much as | can as long as | am among them”

Still a high echool student, he was offering love to all his colleagues, helping them
understand many things, and solving their problems. In his youth, he served In
many churches and various social volunteer fields. He supervised children in an
orphanage, and his expansive heart embraced them with love, care, and attention,
until they were greatly affected by him, and they felt him a friend, not an official
figure. The young Nazir Gayed cared about helping orphaned children with their
studies and solving all their problems.

He has always cherished the love of Egypt in his heart, he was always occupied
with it, as he always repeated: "Egypt is not a homeland we live in, but a homeland
that lives in us!” After graduating from university, he volunteered for the army. He
recalls that period: “In our days, university students were exempt from conscription,
and those who seek exemption were required to pay fee in-lieu, but | volunteered
while | was still a university student.”

He loved everyone, exerting his utmost effort in serving everyone; He said: “l
remember that during the training period, | was responsible for the meals during the
Ramadan month, | used to pay great attention to the Suhoor and Iftar meals, and
the students always nominated me for that because | was serious in this matter and
very sincere doing it.”

The love of the homeland was continuously going through his veins, and he carried
in his heart all the events that the country went through, participating in its issues.

He was at the forefront of the military front, supporting the heroes of the nation

o

Ty,

S —T7 5|
e /
j}?



in the Sixth of October War. His participation in many conferences that were
concerned with and discussed what the Arab world was going through, especially
the Palestinian cause would never be forgotten.

Then he became a father and a shepherd of the church, loving and serving every
person, especially those in need. His Holiness placed their needs as his top priority.
He personally chaired the work of the Charity Committee every Thursday in Cairo,
and a week after another in Alexandria. | do not recall ever seeing him turn away
someone in need, he rather was always concemed, especially with treating the
medical cases that were sending to him in request. Rather, he would ask about each
case and follow it developments wholeheartedly, just as he said: "Give from your
heart before giving from your pocket.” He lived with a heart beating with love, He
even urged others to spread love: “Let the love within you be stronger than anything
that might offend you”, encouraging: “Let goodness be your natural disposition,
something spontaneous and effortless, just like breathing”™

Thus, he was a heart beating with love among us, on its path toward God, just as

he taught: “If you have attained love, you have attained God, because God is love.”
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