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"The Resurrection”

His Grace Bishop Ermia |
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

Articles

Christians celebrate the feast of Resurrection. The truth of resurrection and life after
death is confirmed by religions. The journey of human life is but a short penod; no
matter how long, it cannot be compared to the eternal life that does not end after
a person's resurrection. Thus, resurrection has become an extension of human
life on Earth, and death is no longer the end, but a passage from Earth to Heaven.
Resurrection carries many meanings and lessons for us, including. ..
Resurrection and Life:

From the resurrection, we learmn the meaning and value of life; for every person
will stand before God - may His glory be exalted - on the Day of Resurrection to
be held accountable for the deeds they performed in their life; "So then, each of

us will give an account of ourselves to God.”
Therefore, a wise person always keeps in
mind the consequences of their actions, and
eternal life becomes an integral part of their
life, iInfluencing their decisions and behaviors;
they change all their behavior or thoughts.

Resurrection elevates human vision to the

heavens and connecis their life on Earth

with what comes after death; to become
one continuous path extending from Earth
to Heaven, filled with love, giving, supporting
others, etc. A person lives not only for

themselves without considering others, but
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cares for everything that builds and benefits those around them. Thus, resurrection
becomes a motivation in people’s lives to work faithfully and sincerely in the life that
God has granted them. | liked someone’s saying: “When my life ends and | stand
before God, | hope | have no talent left unused, and that | can say to God: | have
used everything you gave me for good.” Resurrection is a light that shines upon
people’s lives and reflects on those who know them, so their steps become signs
on the path of life.

Resurrection and Hope:

In the journey of life, when people expernience pain, fatigue, or hardship, we find
that the resurrection gives a person hope, patience, and comfort in enduring these
troubles, with the expectation that something better will come afterward. There's
a story about a woman living in a Western country who was diagnosed with an
incurable disease. Doctors informed her that she had only a short time left, no more
than a few months, before she would die. She began to arrange some matters;
however, she had a strange request: she wanted to be buried holding a dinner
fork in her hand! This caused surprise and astonishment, but she explained, |
remember that at all the social gatherings | attended, when we were eating, after
the main course plates were cleared, they would tell you, “Keep your fork.” And |
loved that phrase very much; it meant that the meal wasn't over yet, and something
better was still to come: chocolate cake, apple pie, etc. So, | want those who see
me with the fork in my hand to wonder about its secret; and then tell them, "The
best i1s yet to come.™ And that's exactly what happened; everyone who bid farewell
to this woman asked about the secret of the fork, and they were told it meant, "The
best is in the life to come.” This story reflects, in a very simple but profound way, the
woman's vision of life after the resurrection, that it holds all that is best for humanity.
If life here carries within it problems, troubles, and paing, the resurrection grants
people hope, expectation, and patience, and thus they can continue in life with the
strength of the resurrection.

Resurrection and Love:

There is a close relationship between the resurrection and a person’s life in love;

) a:‘gfy



as Saint Paul the Apostle stated: "And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.” If a person lives in hope in this life, that their
pains, endurance, and patience will be rewarded by God with goodness in heaven,
then the love they experience in the world is the key to eternal happiness. When a
person offers sincere and genuine love to their fellow human beings, we find them:
supporting, assisting, and sharing in lifting their burdens and pains, becoming a
source of joy to everyone they meet in lifel As they give love, they find echoes of
their toil, endurance, and work in life, and also at the end of their journey. Thus, love
begins on Earth and advances its possessor as an advocate before God, speaking
on their behalf.

Resurrection and Joy:

Also, life in heaven is associated with perpetual joy, as all sorrow and toil will have
no place when a person rises to eternal life. A person will rejoice because they
will meet God, the desire of their first love, the loving Almighty who helped and
supported them in all matters of their life like a true father, the one they relied
on throughout their days. They will also rejoice because they will live with all the
righteous souls they knew, and those they only heard about, who will recognize
them in eternity. One of the secrets of a person’s happiness in the resurrection i1s
that they will live a life free from evil, injustice, and wars; they will know the meaning
of true peace that cannot be taken away. A person will rejoice because they strived
in their life, toiled, endured, and lived in a life of gratitude and contentment, and it
Is time for their labors to be crowned with rest. Just as a student who studies hard,
remembers their lessons, and completes their assignments without negligence or
boredom feels joy and happiness when they excel in the exam they take. Thus, life
I= an exam that passes through life into life! | was impressed by the saying: ‘Life is
an exam paper, so focus on your paper before it is taken away.’

| wish you a happy Feast of Resurrection, pleading for God to grant the people
of Egypt all happiness and peace, and to preserve our beloved country Egypt In

security, peace, goodness, and prosperity.

]

Articles




[E e e

Lcl>g
i po Ll donlas

Ol AN Ll

ATT0 Lol Ty -

£ VAT s VY

o '
e i 2 - Il ’
e e Sl

l‘._'ﬂ T

Aniludll palinill drvallg aoluill [Lalle |_|.|:|_J ¢S unill .ﬂu.ul.ﬂl Lk g ips DLl Galad 20ii daliall E||_|.|:|TEL|:|
il (g e h_|| Ij_]h
LUl o Jolgilig 2olwill pud jij=il Jacg allasllg @il ‘D.LDI.'.I.D_‘I_'LJ ailey s Auiliiiw] dvalle dunt alul i
allall vnd @bl dudaig ugpallg dlelpnl] «lmil oad] Lu:l:ng wigsaiil] g jlgall jgus «lig

Auaallg @ilull L gnd

' cabgallg alaill aaud ulalellg CGlw vno dldg vt gl sl cnalaill j$pell §)la] gl @ulig uuu.tLiu.:ilJLr:.!‘Llhg '

. s | Jilg E.DJT[CIJ'S‘J'E IJJIh_lIg_j.numﬂlJJJg.llillLugJ] undlg glisilall alga unl LnJlmJILr:lJI_'lJ.[n:.ﬂ.ulil_j.n]g LuLu.Ing.r:Luum ]

l=2ias @il «lawll Gl psig ugnmgﬂ:mlgmlylhmmmllumum asq Bl s .

With the joy of the Resurrection, H.H. Pope Francis of the Vatican passed away. He was a universal symbol of tolerance,
love and human solidarity, leaving a great legacy for humanity. H.H. is an exceptional global personality who has devoted his

life to serving the values of peace and justice, working to promote the values of tolerance and interreligious communication,

building bridges of dialogue between peoples, calling for an end to conflicts and wars and achieving peace in the world.
He is truly the Pope of peace and love.

On my behalf, and on behalf of the board of directors of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Centre, ME-Sat Channel and those who

! work for it and those who serve through it in Egypt, Germany and America, | extend my sincere condolences to the Vatican

State, to our Catholic brothers in Egypt, taly, the whole world and to all his lovers. 1
May the Lord repose his soul in the bosom of Saints Abraham, Izsaac and Jacob and | extend my condolences to all of you.

Con la gioia della Pasqua & mancato Sua Santitd Papa Francesco, Vescovo di Homa & Pontefice della Chiesa Cattolica.
E’ stato un simbolo mondiale di tolleranza, amore e solidarietd umana che ha lasciato una grande eredita all'umanita.
Sua Santita Francesco & stato una figura mondiale eccezionale che ha dedicato la sua vita al servizio dei valori della pace
& della giustizia. Si & impegnato a promuocvere i valon della tolleranza e della comunicazions interreligiosa, a costruire ponti
di dialogo tra | popoli e a chiedere la fine dei conflitti e delle guerre e il raggiungimento della pace nel mondo.

Egli & stato il padre della pace e dell'amore.

A nome mio personale & a nome del Consiglio di amministrazione del Centro culturale copto orodosso, del ME Sat
Channel e del suo personale, compresi i dipendenti e gli impiegati in Egitto, Germania e America, porgo le mie pil sentite
condoglianze ai nostri fratelli cattolic in tutto il mondo, estendendole a suoi familiarn e a tutti | suoi cari.
Chiediamo il riposo della sua anima nel seno dei santi Abramo, Isacco e Giacobbe e la consolazions celeste per tutti voi.
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Avec la joie de Pagues, 5a Sainteté le Pape Frangois, Pape du Vatican, est décédé. Il était un symbole mondial de la
' tolérance, d’amour et de solidarit® humaine, laiszant demrigre lui un énorme héritage pour Khumanité.
Sa Saintetd est une personnalité mondiale exceptionnelle qui a consacré sa vie au service des valsurs de paix et de justice.
i Il s'est consacré pour promouvair les valeurs de la tolérance et de communication interreligisuse, a construire des ponts de
dialogue entre les peuples et a appelé a la fin des conflits, des guerres et a réaliser la paix danz le monde.
I Il est le pére de la paix et de I'amour.
En mon nom personngl et celui du conseil d'administration du Centre Culturel Copte Orthodoxe, de la chaine ME Sat et
de son personnel, ¥y compris les fonctionnaires et emplovés en Egg.rptﬂ en Allemagne et aux El.ats Unig, je présente mes
| sincéres condoléances au Vatican, & nos fréres catholigues en Egypte, en ltalie et dans le monde, ainsi qu'a tous ses
: proches. Mous demandons le repos de son ame dans le sein des saints Abraham, Isaac et Jacob,
£l une consolation ceéleste pour vous tous. S
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