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October Victory:
Egyptian Genius, Soldier’s Bravery

His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

| congratulate all the Egyptians on the 52nd anniversary of the glonous October
Victories, the memory of which we celebrate. We pray to God to keep Egypt secure
and peaceful, to bless its noble people with all goodness, and to keep the world iIn
security and peace.

The October War was a watershed moment not just on the pages of Egyptian
history, but of global history as well. Pierre Messmer, the French politician who
served as Pnime Minister in 1972, stated: "As a result of the October War, the world
entered a new economic phase, and global conditions will never return to their
former state before this war"

The October War demonstrated the brilliance of Egyptian thought, through its

ability to overcome difficulties, the bravery of the Egyptian soldier in defending his

homeland, and the steadfastness
of the Egyptian citizen and their

tireless work in standing behind their

leadership and their great army for
the sake of liberating the nation.

Egyptian Genius

The Amencan military historian,
Trevor N. Dupuy, President of the
HERO organization for the Scientific

Evaluation of Historical Battles in

Washington, says:



"The efficiency and professionalism in the planning and execution that characterized
the Crossing operation could not have been surpassed by any other army in the
world. The result of this meticulous work on the part of the General Staff —especially
the element of surprise that was achieved —was the remarkable success in crossing
the Suez Canal on a broad front.”

As usual, Egyptian military thinking was up to the great responsibility placed upon
it. Everyone dedicated their capabilities and talents to achieving victory. We find
the bnlliance of Egyptian planning, and we find heroes who, through thought and
action, managed to shatter the myth of the "impregnable Bar Lev Line" and the
“Invincible army." Even the Israeli side bore witness to this, as Moshe Dayan stated:
"My theory was that building bridges would take them all night, and that we could
prevent this with our armored forces. However, it became clear to us that preventing
them was not an easy matter, and our effort to send tanks to the battlefront cost us
a very heavy price—something we had not anticipated at all."

Egyptian Valor

The Egyptian epic did not stop at the planning stage; rather, the precision of the
execution was combined with the genius and valor of the Egyptian soldier that
astonished the entire world—even the enemies!

| recall the words of Shlomo Bonay, an armored company commander, when
he described the scene: "On the evening of Saturday, October 6th, we reached
Qantara and confronted forces from the Egyptian Infantry Corps, and the battle
began. The battalion scattered, and we became pairs and individuals. The number
of tanks was severely reduced, to the extent that the battalion that went to war with
44 tanks had only 14 tanks remaining! The October War was the biggest and most
dangerous war | ever participated in."

Furthermore, the Israeli military commander Shmuel Gonen said: "The Egyptian

soldier advanced in waves upon waves, and we were firing at him while he kept

L 4
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advancing! We tumed the area around him into hell, yet he kept advancing!! The

color of the Canal was crimson red with blood! Despite all that, he kept advancing!”
"The Egyptian Air Force demonstrated an unexpectedly high level of performance. .

The Egyptian pilots showed they lacked neither courage nor audacity, and the

Articles

Arab ground crews demonstrated their supreme capability to operate and manage
. modem air fleets, such as the MiG-21, under difficult combat conditions.”
Undoubtedly, the Egyptian heroism witnessed by the world stemmed from the
Egyptian people’s love for their country —a love that has been manifested throughout
the ages, continuing today as we build the ‘New Republic.’
Egyptian Determination
The October War exemplified the meaning of the popular embrace of the army—a
cohesion that defied all difficulties to lead the nation to a victory that restored its
dignity, status, and the freedom of its lands. The love of the homeland united its
sons from every direction to join forces for its elevation. This has always been the
case in every crisis that the Protected Egypt has faced throughout its history.
Our valiant soldiers and their leaders, supported and endorsed by the people, set
one singular goal before their eyes. They worked for years to achieve it, based on
accurate scientific principles, with utmost honesty, precision, devotion, and a deep
love for this great and noble country.
Thus, through thought and action, with one heart and one mind, victory was
achieved.
On the anniversary of this victory, | extend a tribute of appreciation to everyone who
participated in that great war: to all the men of the Armed Forces on the anniversary
of their triumphs, and to all the families of the nation’s righteous martyrs who
never hesitated to sacrifice their lives for the safety and security of the homeland.
| alzo offer my congratulations on the anniversary of the October victories to every
Egyptian who contributed to achieving the victory, and to every Egyptian who works
today for the building of the nation.
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