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Articles

Pope Shenouda lll... Education and History
His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

On March 17, we commemorate the fragrant memory of the departure of His Holiness
Pope Shenouda lll, the 117th Pope of Alexandria. In a fleeting glance at his life, one
IS struck by its sheer uniqueness and the indelible marks it left on the memory and
conscience of the Egyptian people- Muslims and Christians alike. He was the Pope
whom Egyptians knew as a father to all, earning him the title "Pope of the Arabs”.
The life of Pope Shenouda Il was rich with events that forged him into an extraordinary
human being, harboring deep within him a multitude of traits rarely found in a single
person: overwhelming love and tender fathernood coupled with firmness and strength
of character; the flowing emotions of a delicate poet alongside intellectual sobriety and
powerful logic; and the ability to bring joy to those around him through his service to
everyone, despite his profound love for the life of solitude and the seclusion of speaking with
God. Life attempted to rob him of his happiness through the death of his mother, burdening
him with responsibility as a
young child; in return, he
gave life happiness, smiles,
and generosity throughout
a journgy that left its mark
on everyone he met.
Perhaps the most defining
characteristic of his life was
his intense love for thought
and culture.
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The journey of culture in the life of Pope Shenouda Il began at a very early age. In his
childhood, he was an avid reader, devouring books with great passion, such as Leaders of
Thought by the Dean of Arabic Literature, Taha Hussein, and Sarah by Abbas Mahmoud

el-Akkad. His reading was not confined to a single branch of science; rather, he read

Articles

extensively in medicine, sociology, literature, and stories by various writers and thinkers.

What captivated him most, however, was reading and memorizing poetry. He began | =
composing poetry while still a youth and mastered the rules of poetic meter and compaosition
pefore he had even turned sixteen. This vast knowledge qualified him to assume the
editorship of the Sunday Schools Magazine in October 1949, a position he held until his
monasticism as Monk Antonios Al-soriani in July 1954. His love for books accompanied

nhim into the monastery, where he became the librarian of the Syrian Monastery (one

of the most important monastic libraries). He took great care of it, exerting significant
effort in indexing, classifying,
and organizing it. His passion
drove him to study many of its
pooks and manuscripts and

to prepare some for printing

and publication. He was
rightfully ordained as General
Bishop for Church Education,
the Theological College, and
Religious Institutes under the
name Bishop shenouda In
1962, at the hand of the saintly
Pope Kyrillos VI, becoming the
first bishop to hold this great

responsibility.
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Following his consecration as Bishop of Education, Bishop Shenouda focused on

transmitting education and culture to the people, following the biblical warning: “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” He established spiritual meetings for
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'l’ preaching and teaching Iin the Anba Rueis area of Abbassia. Initially, his lectures were

held twice a week, later becoming a single day: Wednesday. The Wednesday meeting

would be crowded with thousands from all segments of society, growing until it became
one of the most famous religious gatherings In the Middle East. Driven Dy his sense

of educational responsibility, he launched "El-Kiraza™ (Preaching) Magazine in January

1965 and remained its editor-in-chief for 47 years.

The national memory does not forget those historic patriotic lectures delivered by Pope
shenouda [l on numerous occasions. These include two lectures at the Press Syndicate:
the first In 1966 titled “Israel from a Christian Perspective,” and the second in 1971 on
the subject of “Christianity and Israel.” He also delivered a lecture titled “Jerusalem, the
City of Peace” at the League of Arab States in 1995, and refuted Zionist concepts and

claims in a lecture at the Nasser Higher Military Academy in 2002. Pope Shenouda Ili
participated in many conferences and seminars to discuss various issues, including:
the religious call to eradicate illiteracy, organ transplantation, interfaith coexistence, the
role of religions in environmental preservation, reproductive health, euthanasia, “Egypt:
Peace, Security, and the Crossroads of Religions”, combating smoking, new global
developments, the historical harmony between Egyptian Muslims and Copts, population
issues and family planning, and supporting the struggle of the Palestinian people.
Furthermore, Pope Shenouda 11l was keen on establishing the Coptic Orthodox Cultural
Center to disseminate culture to everyone. In 2012, His Holiness Pope Shenouda IlI
departed from our world, leaving us a vast legacy of writings, lectures, articles, and
recordings. He rightfully earned the title “The Chrysostom (Golden Mouthed) of the
Twentieth Century.”
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